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INTRODUCTION

 many other 

Early Christian writings in general, we know very little about the time and place of 

and intention. 

the Acts of Andrew, however, our ignorance is aggravated by its scanty textual 

situ e five major 

es in a large 

number of texts of various kinds, lengths and provenances, which allegedly transmit our text, 

any of these 

the few cases 

 activity. The 

ent nature of 

tions and the 

martyrdom of the apostle; according to others, in turn, it included the martyrdom with a 

nt up to three 

’s itinerary, whereas the latter, even if in general preserving a 

com ent goals. As 

on of the Acts

ion are still a 

The abundance of second-hand sources and, especially, the lack of old material to 

rimitive text 

 mentality. As far as the primitive text is 

concerned, until the 1980s, scholars in general refrained from dubious textual reconstruction 

and attempted at the most to determine which of the testimonies was closest to the primitive 

text. As they were conscious of the equivocal character of our sources, investigators used to 

simply dispose the texts according to their hypothetical sequence in order to provide a 

tentative and general picture of what AA may have looked like.  

As is customary with the apocryphal Acts of Apostles in particular, and with

composition of the Acts of Andrew, let alone its author or its original character

In the case of 

ation: less has been preserved of the primitive text than of any other of th

apocryphal Acts.

Excluding a couple of short and fragmentary testimonies, AA surviv

but whose relationship with it is not always easy to establish. At the same time, m

texts are also imperfect: a considerable number of them are fragmentary and 

that are handed down completely frequently present obvious traces of editorial

most important problem posed by these sources, however, is the highly diverg

their accounts. According to some testimonies AA included both the peregrina

couple of preliminary events only. But this is not all: the former sources prese

different versions of Andrew

mon basic account, nevertheless show different intentions and pursue differ

a result of this textual situation, not only the author, place and time of compositi

of Andrew are unknown, its literary genre, contents, length, thought and intent

matter of conjecture today as well. 

check their reliability, has produced a wide range of hypotheses on what the p

looked like as well as of interpretations concerning its
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The 1980s, however, saw a drastic change in investigations into the Acts of Andrew.

 been known 

ly change the 

Prieur and by 

nd results are 

completely different, a common aim brings them close to each other: an attempt to provide, at 

whatever cost, a textual reconstruction of AA. Whereas documents used to be treated 

er to achieve 

n of the reliability of their accounts, now they are merged with one 

ano f the story’s 

er, we may 

mention the fact that AA has reached a wider public, since it is now possible to read, 

ersion of the 

ept two of the 

ork for AA,

ver, the most 

sly presented 

to the reader as the primitive text for the section they cover. As a matter of fact, the analysis 

 of which is 

 cases can be 

 the contents 

skeleton of the portion of text they 

tran sources upon 

which these reconstructions rely. Due to their different provenance, time of composition, 

ces that the 

ns, scholarly 

 had reliably 

recovered the primitive text. As a result, in addition to a lack of interest in textual matters, 

there appears to be an increasing tendency to treat AA’s textual reconstruction as a textual 

whole and to analyse it as if we had a sort of textus receptus of AA. In our opinion, this 

attitude has already begun to negatively influence the research on AA. Given the wide range 

of texts – and the mentalities peculiar to them – that underlie these editions, the current 

The publication of a couple of new textual witnesses, some of which had already

since the early twentieth century, seems to have encouraged scholars to radical

previous careful approach towards the textual witnesses. Two editions, by J.M. 

D.R. MacDonald, followed each other and even though their methods, scopes a

separately, analysed particularly and only then compared with one another in ord

an unbiased evaluatio

ther, independently of their character and provenance, for the sake o

completeness and linearity. 

This new approach has advantages and disadvantages. As to the form

depending on the edition, either a version of Andrew’s martyrdom or a v

apostle’s travels. But this may also be a disadvantage: both editions clearly acc

literary genres attested by the textual witnesses as a reliable literary framew

although we do not know whether either or both fitted the primitive text. Howe

important problem is, in our view, that these textual reconstructions are fallaciou

of most of the sources reveals clear traces of editorial activity, the measure

difficult to establish due to our lack of authoritative texts, but which in certain

clearly evaluated on the basis of a comparative study of the materials. As far as

are concerned, these sources provide only the textual

smit. Another important disadvantage is the heterogeneous character of the 

intention and character, they present such stylistic and conceptual differen

resulting eclectic text resists a coherent study of the text as whole.

Despite the obvious problems posed by these textual reconstructio

research on AA in the last few years has confidently approached them as if they
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eclectic versions of AA seem to provide support for any interpretation of the primitive text 

wha

ns and to the 

he sum of the 

se events are 

narrated, it pays more attention to those texts that provide a glimpse into the symbolic and 

conceptual world of the text. Instead of focussing on the doubtful reconstruction of the 

 message and 

 are likely to 

construct the 

s in order to 

 the primitive 

text. Admittedly, deciding which of the numerous and frequently second-hand materials on 

t a simple matter. How can we 

deci  Much of our 

ies in order to 

rder to avoid 

subjectivisms as far as possible, the first chapter offers a complete analysis of the research on 

 of scholarly 

order to see to what extent the theories and hypotheses put forward by scholars 

rely eir selections 

an overview 

support these 

investigations.

cond offers a 

their textual 

 their mutual 

is both for a 

hypothetical sketch of the historical development of AA’s textual transmission and for a 

tentative explanation of its textual diversification. At the same time, this comparative analysis 

also allows us to isolate a text that may serve our intention to recover the symbolic and 

conceptual world of the primitive AA. Given the fact that a representative number of the 

textual testimonies appear to present transformed and revised versions of the account 

tsoever.

The present investigation is a critical approach both to the recent editio

latest developments in the research on AA. With the conviction that a text is not t

events it narrates but rather the system of signs and symbols with which the

itinerary and the stations of Andrew’s apostolic career, it intends to approach the

intention of the primitive text by concentrating on the textual witnesses that

preserve it in a more original state. Consequently, it deliberately intends to de

textual conglomerations achieved by merging witnesses of various provenance

isolate a testimony that, even if short, may provide access to the thought behind

the apostle Andrew preserves the most primitive stage is no

de what is old and what is new without a touchstone that proves it to be so?

efforts will indeed be dedicated to an exhaustive analysis of the textual testimon

find a clue that would allow an objective discrimination of the materials. 

 Within this scope, the investigation is divided into five chapters. In o

AA. In chronological order, we follow the developments, advances and relapses

research in 

 on an objective selection and analysis of the textual materials and whether th

influence their analyses or vice versa. The closing section of this chapter offers 

of the main lines of investigation on AA as well as of the text(s) used to 

After the first approach to the textual witnesses in the first chapter, the se

more profound textual analysis of their testimonies. On the basis of 

characteristics, we discriminate different textual groups and attempt to establish

relationships. The comparative analysis of the different texts provides the bas
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preserved in one of our extant sources, it can be reliably assumed that this latter source 

pres

ex Vaticanus 

-edition of its 

ry notes. By 

isolating this testimony from the remaining texts we can focus on its conceptual peculiarities 

without the interference of the dubious readings proceeding from apparently later and 

e-edition and 

ow possible 

 regard to the 

e conceptual 

developments in order to show that the text should not be seen as a careless product of a 

aims firstly to 

se but empty 

n of man and 

nterconnection and complementary character of the ideas expressed 

in th  whole reveal 

that their function is not merely literary but that they also intend to transmit a consistent body 

hought on the 

o cosmology, 

nly the extent 

ught without 

serious internal contradictions, but also that this thought was not a strange phenomenon in late 

antiquity. The comparison of AA’s thought to parallel developments in its contemporary 

historical period reveals that far from being an alien in his world, its author was receptive to 

the religious and philosophical developments of his contemporaries and he did not hesitate to 

apply them to express his own Weltanschauung.

erves the ground text or, at least, the oldest stage of all of them.  

The third chapter thus focuses on this text, viz. AA’s fragment in Cod

graecus 808, and provides a codicological and palaeographical introduction, a re

testimony and an English translation accompanied by numerous explanato

reworked sources.

The fourth chapter further builds on the foundation provided by the r

translation of the third chapter. A complete literary and conceptual analysis is n

owing to the liberation of the text from the pressure of other testimonies. With

former, it intends to disclose its complex literary structure and subtl

compiler or as a second or third-class composition. With regard to the latter, it 

show that the long discourses in the text should not be seen as ‘tedious’ or verbo

expositions, but as essential elements in the complex structure of AA’s conceptio

his reality. Moreover, the i

ese discourses and, especially, their conscious disposition in an organised

of thought and a clear message. 

Finally, the fifth and last chapter offers a systematic analysis of AA’s t

basis of our previous study. The detailed review of AA’s position with regard t

theology, anthropology, epistemology and ethics allows the reader to see not o

to which our text presents an extremely coherent and consistent body of tho




